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To che Right Honourable 


Sir William Hu mfreys, 


Knight and Baronet, 
LORD-M TOR of the Cy of Louder 


MY LORD, 
BEG leave to preſent Your Lordſhip with 


Your Commune. 


As the Subjef points out the ſignal Hand | 
Providence, in the many Deliverances of our 
lurch and State; fo I thought the Dedication 


if it did of right belong to Your Lordſhip, who 
bas always expreſs d ſo prudent a Zeal for both. 
It muſt be accounted One Inſtance of this Pro- 


Pdence, 7 Lord, that, in the firſt Year of his 


Majeſty's | 


this Sermon, Preach d and Publiſh'd by 
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ST DEDICATION. 
Majeſty's Happy. Acceſſion... ta. theſe. Kingdom, 
the Chair ſhould be fill d by a Perſon ſo En- 

- ently faithful to His Government, ſo entirely 

affected to our Excellent Conſtitution, and o 
well qualified to promote its true Intereſt. 3 

» This Great and Flouriſping City, with Your 

TLrdſhip at the Head of it,” bath given ample f 
Proofs of their Duty and Affection to the Ring 
and the Royal Family, at Your firſt Admiſſion f 
into Your High Office ; and there is no doubt, 
but that this Example of Loyalty will have a 
diffuſive Influence on the Whole Nation. Y 
That Vour Lordſhip, and All that bear any 
part with Jon in the Government of this City, J 
and All that partake of the happy Benefits of it, 
may be the conſtant and peculiar Care of the Di» 

vine Providence, are the ſincere Prayers of, 
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u Lend, 


Tour Lordſhip's moſt Obedient, 


——— ——— — — 


and moſt Humble Servant, 


William Bradſbaw. 


"Got Chap: l. Ver. 9, 16. 


je had the Sentence of Death in Our ſelves; 


5e that we ſhould not truſt in Our ſelves, but 
"7 W i God, who raiſeth the Dead. 
no deliver'd us from fo Great a Death, and 


t, doth deliver ; in whom We truſt, that He 
Wl vill yet deliver 15. 

51 

3 FAA T this Danger was, which the Avg: 
„ ſtle here ſtiles ſo Great a Death; and 
. ; from which he owns himſelf Jello 
i» 


by the miraculous Power of God, who raiſ:th 
the Dead, is not certain. Some think it relates 
to his fighting with Beaſts, in a literal Senſe, at 
oder mentioned in Cor. 1 chap. 15. ver. 

Others, that it imports that imminent Dan- 
in with which he was threatned in the ſame 
Pace, by the Inſurrection of Demetrius and the 
Craftſmen ; who atrack'd him with the Fury of 
Wild Beaſts, and conſpir'd to deſtroy his be- 
auſe he taught, * That they be no Gods which are 


made with hands: A Doctrine contrary to their 
intereſt and Superllition. 
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(WP, 7 44. 19. 26, 


be even deſpaird of Life, and feem'd-like one 
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But tis hot very material to which of theſe 
| s this Deliverance belongs; or whether to 
any other which the Apoſtle was expos d to at Dey. 
be, at Iconium, ot at Lyſtra®, for as he 
himſelf expreſſes it, f He was in Deaths often; and 
for the Profeſſion of the true Faith was, I 
Perils by the Heathen, and in Perils j his own Con- 
P77 ((( 

That which we are warranted to remark from 
the Context, is, that when the Apoſtle labour d 
to propagate and cſtabliſh the Chriſtian Religion 
in Aa; * He was preſsd with Troubles cut if f 
meaſure, and abcve his ſtrengthi So incens d and 
powerful were his Enemies, that he thought it 
not poſſible to c{cape their Malice and Fury; ſo 
near and certain appear'd the Danger f, that 


on whom the Sentence of Death had irrevocably 
paſt || But in this Article of Danger and} 
almoſt Deſpair, when no Human Means could 
avail, the Divine Providence ſeaſonably interpo- 
ſes, and no leſs miraculouſly reſcues him, than} 
if he had been truly rais'd from the Dead. So 
furprizing a Deliverance, one would think, ſhould 
have turn'd the Hearts of his Perſecutors, and | 
convinc'd thoſe Zealots of the Goodneſs of his 
Cauſe, and the Truth of his Religion. But 
Zeal, intemperate Zeal for a falſe Religion, is 
always blind and implacable ; and therefore their 
Rage is not extinguilh'd, but increas'd, and ſtill 
they perſiſt to form new Plots and Conſpiracics 
againſt him. And what could an innocent 1 
= 
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44. 14. {2 ber 11.25; | 86. * Fei. 8. 4 Fit. f. f hir . 


1 
ned Chriſtian do againſt the united Force and 
(raft both of Jews and Heathens2 What Prote- 


tion could he propoſe > Was his own Strength | 
bfficient to guard him? Or could he rely on Hu- 
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2 nan Foreſight and Conduct for his Preſeryation ? 
1; Wo: It was the Power, and Wiſdom, and Good- 
„ Wick of God, that deliver'd him from ſo great 4 
beh. On theſe he rely'd for his preſent Safety, 
mad on theſe alone muſt depend his future Securi- 
dn for as he acknowledges in the Text, We had I 
on Wis Sentence of Death in our ſelves, &c. ; 
m From which Words I ſhall endeavour to ſhew ; t 
p |. That no Private Perſon, or Publick Society 
0 can be ſafe without the Care and Protection 
at of Divine Providence. And therefore, 
ne II. For our Preſervation and Safety we muſt 
mn truſt, not in our ſelves, but in God. And, 
ad Ill. As Motives to encourage our Truſt in God, 
1d I ſhall conſider the Arguments more parti- 
1 cular y contain d in the Text, and apply 
an | them to the double Solemnity of this Day. 
0 * 
1 And Firſt, No Private Perſon, or Publick So- 
nd Wl cicty can be ſafe, without the Care and Protecti- 
nis on of Divine Providence. a ol 
ut Thoſe who deny a Providence, and exclude 
is Cod from the Government of the World, have 
ic WM imagined, that all things either happen by Chance, 
fill er ate determin'd by Fate: Or, that after the Fa- 
ies brick of the World was rais d, and the Order of 
ar- Nature eſtabliſh d, God concern d himſelf no more, 
ed 


1 but 


or Reaſon, or the Aſſiſtance of his Fellow- Crea 


ral Cauſes to produce their neceſſary Effects, and 


- unhappy: For he is born (to ſhew as it were ourl 


is liable to be diſcompos d and ſhatter d by ever 


will have it. to Maturity, (for this indeed might] 


F " p q OY . 9 F 
\ \ * FR mY 
1 8 
K 
, 4 
q N 2 
a FF; | 
> as | 
* 3 
1 2 4 . 
: ' ” f * : 
1 ” 
* © 


but became an unactive Spectator, and left Nary. 


ſions of Men. 12 THE; 

Theſe Schemes are very different in themſclyes;f 
bur in this they agree, that they are all falſe and 
abſurd, and do not only deſtroy the Foundations 
of all Religion, but would undermine the Happi- 
neſs and Safety of Mankind. For if there was no] 
God to preſide over us, no Providence to guardfi 
and protect us, the World would be a Scene off 
Miſery and Confuſion, and Man, of all other Crea-fi 
tures, would be the molt diſconſolate, unſafe, and 


Civil Affairs to be manag'd by the Wills and Paſ-| 


WCC Guo 4 «A _ . — ann mne 


Original Dependence on Divine Providence) weak 
and impotent, naked and defenceleſs. oppreſt with 
Wants which he cannot relieve, and encompaſs di 
with Dangers which he can neither foreſee nor pre- 
vent. In his Infancy, his tender and curious Frame 


little Diſeaſe and Accident; and, without a Provi 
dence, he would be no more able to continue andy 
preſerve his Life, than he was at firſt to produce it 
into Being. But let him arrive by chance, as they 


| be accounted a Great Chance) what Support and 
Defence has he then, beſides his own Strength, 


ture, Man? 2 
And ft, What Safety can his Strength procure? 
When his Body it ſelf is compos'd of jarring Prin- 
ciples, which tend every moment to Decay and 
Diſſolution. When a thouſand Diſeaſes lurk with 


"TI 41 1 


in, RY ten thouſknd fatal Accidents attend him wile 
out : When almoſt every Creature, eſpecially thoſe 


of Prey, excel him in this, and the moſt impotent 
ce ſtrong enough to hurt and deſtroy ; fo that this 
is but a vain thing to ſave a Man, and 10 might) 
Man is deliver'd by much Strength. | 
For what will Human Strength avail in the Govertic | 
ment of the Natural World, and in preſerving of it 
in its regular Courſe and Order? And is not Man 
dependent, not only on God, bur alſo on the inferi- 
dur Creation > He derives his Breath from the Air, 
and his Food and Suſtenance from the Earth; the 
fire and the Water, and all the Elements contribute 
to ſupply his Wants, and adminiſter to the Support 


| of his Being; and if theſe ſhould fail of that due 


Temperament that is neceſſary for the preſervation 
of Life, what Art or Strength can procure it? Cari 
Strength reſtrain rhe raging violence of Fire, or ſet 
bounds to the Waves of the Sea that they ſhould not 
deſtroy? Can this direct the Revolution of the Sunz 
or govern the Moon and the Stars in their Courſes 2 
And have not all theſe a joint and correſpondent in- 
uence on his Preſervation? And if they ſhould vas 
ty the Laws of their Motion, and deviate from their 
Courſes, would not Darkneſs, Confuſion and Death 
attend the Change? And what Reaſon can there be 
given, that things thus inanimate ſhould. for ſo ma- 
ny Apes, perform a cotiſtanc and regular Revolution; 
lo much for the Advantage and Benefit of Mankind; 
If they were not directed by the Arm of Omnipo- 
tence, guided by the Willom of Omniſcience, and 
nanag d by the Conduct of infinite Goodnefs 3 


B 2 Btic, 2 


| creaſe our Miſery, and add Weight to our Burden: 


: Dn 

But 2dly, Tho' Human Strength ſhould fail, yer 
Reaſon may be cail'd in to ſupply the DefeR, and be 
thought ſufficient to guard and preſerve our Lives, 
Reaſon, ir muſt be allow'd, has its due Extent and 
Influence, and in many Caſes we owe to it, not only 
the Preſervation, but the Ornaments and Embelliſh- 
ments of Life; but to truſt in this alone, without a 
Providence, is to rely on a weak and ſlender Reed, 
Which will delude our Hopes and diſappoint our Ex- 
pectations: For Human Reaſon is confin' d to a nar- 

row compaſs, and many Evils and Dangers neceſſa- 
rily eſcape the view and obſervation of the molt pe- 
netrating Judgment; and after a full Diſcovery of 
thoſe few that ariſe within the bounds of its Know- 
ledge, how liable is it to err in the choice of thoſe 
Means it uſes to avoid them, eſpecially upon any] 
ſudden Surprize or Calamity; ſo apt is Reafon then 
to be baffled and confounded, that (like a falſe Friend, 
or the Springs in the drought of Summer) it with- 
draws its Supply when there is greateſt need of its 

Aſſiſtance. oj 
And it may be farther obſerv'd, that Reaſon with- 
out a Providence, will be ſo far from being an extra- 
ordinary Advantage, that it would only ſerve to in- 


For how muſt it afflict Man, that can think or reflect, 
to imagine, that the Univerſe is govern d only by 
Chance and Uncertainty, without a Pilot or a Guide 
to ſteer it, and that he knows not how ſoon the whole 


h 

e 

Frame may be diſlolv'd and turn'd into Confuſion? 

How mult it likewiſe grieve him to obſerve, that M* 

Self- Love obliges him to avoid Dangers, but char Ml! 
he has no Covering to ſhelter him, no Reue cod 
| Who 
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nich he can fly; preſent Evils muſt torment him, 


be ud he muſt be miſerably diſtracted with the appre- 
. benſions of thoſe that are future: So that Reaſon, in- 
nd bead of being a Guard, and protecting us from 
nly Trouble, will contribute to aggravate our Fears; 
End to anticipate our Dangers. 


Bur 3dly, The Aſſiſtance of our Fellow-Creature 


ta m | 
ed, Wan, may be thought able to procure our Safety 
. WJ vithour a Providence, But whoever looks abroad, 
ar. nd conſiders upon what Principles and Motives a 
rat part of Mankind act, will find very little Rea- 
de- 00 make Man the ſole Obj:& of his Truſt and 
of WI Confidence : For are not the moſt ſacred Laws often 
ww. \iolated, and the cloſeſt Ties of Friendſhip diſſolvd, 
of MW © gratific a giddy Paſſion or ſordid Intereſt? Oo 
WW Flattery and Falſhood, Treachery and Deſign, | 
den make up the grand Buſineſs of the World The 
nd, Caution which the Prophet Jeremy gives the Jens, 
ih- nay not unſeaſonably be apply'd to moſt Ages and 
its Countries. Tate heed, ſays he, every one of his Neigh- 
tour, and truſt ye not in any Brother; for every Brother 
ich. i utter ly ſupplant, and every Neighbour will deceiv? © 
tra- ne [peaketh peaceably to his Neighbour with his Mouth, 
in- in his Heart he layeth his wait *. And as ſome 
en: ve inclin'd out of Choice to diſappoint thoſe who 
et, MW confide in them, ſo others are oblig'd to it out of Ne- 
by eſlity; for tho they want not the Will, yet they 
ide WJ fave not the Ability to aſſiſt or relieve as they wou'd 


may render them uncapable of contributing their As- 
lſtance 3 but certainly Mortality will put them be- 
chat 19nd a poſſibility of doing it; as the Prophet Iſaiab 


to , Jer. 9. 4, 5, 8. 


ſar- 


eiter gnorance, or Impotency, or diſtance of Place: 


der, compaſſionate, and univerſally benevolent, whic 


$ ITS 
farcaſtically upbraids thoſe that put their Truſt it 
the Arm of Fleſh ; * When thou crieſt, let thy Compy 
nies deliver thee; but the Wind ſhall carry them all ana 
Vanity ſhall take them. 1099, eee 

And as this is the State of Private Perſons without 
a Providence, ſo that of Publick Societies, and Ciyi 
Governments is no better: For tho' it muſt be con 
fels'd, that Man, by Nature, is deſign d for Society 
and if he acts ſuitably to his Reaſon, muſt be ten 


* 


is an excellent Foundation for it; yet ſuch is the de 
generacy of corrupted Nature, that if there was nalf 
other Cement to keep Society together, it could noi 
long ſubſiſt, but muſt moulder and decay: For who 
ever conſiders the different Humours and Inclinati 
ons, the various Deſigns and Intereſts, and the ite 
gular Paſſions of molt of thoſe, out of whom any 
State is compos'd, can never expect, if there was nol 
God, or a Providence, that any Peace, Order, offi 
Unity ſhould ariſe out of ſuch a Mixture and ConF 
poſition. Here Avarice would rule, and what would 
follow but Rapine and Exrortion?2 There AmbiYſ 
tion would govern, and what would be the genuine 
Offspring bur Strife and Faction? Anger, Maliccandl 
Revenge would poſſeſs others, and what would be 
the conſequence but Diſcord and Confuſion? And] 
what Government could long ſubſiſt in ſuch a Con- 
dition? Or, what Security can there be under ſuch} 
a Government? Or, what Kemedy can there be pro- 
pos d for ſuch Evils? Would Civil Sanctions reſirainf 
them ? Theſe might be eluded by Power or Secrecy. 
It muſt be therefore the Work of ſome ſuperior Be- 


b — 
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way, 


Ing 


Ts ? 


ing; Who can controul and check the Spirits of Men, 
nd bring Good out of Evil. And who is this but 

God? He it is that ſets Bounds to the Sea, and ſays, | 
Hitherto ſhall it go, and no further; and 'tis He alone 
that can calm rhe Madneſs of the People, and ſtill 
he Waves of the Multitude when they ariſe, Which |} 
rings me to ſhew, 

II. That for our Safety and preſervation we muſt | 
ruſt, not in our ſelves, but in God. 

Now Truſt may be term'd an Act of the Mind, by 
yhich we ſo far rely on any particular Good, or Aſſi- 
ance, as to think, that whilſt we enjoy it, we are 
lle and ſecure, and free from any Evil or Danger 


ho that may hurt us: And that God alone is the proper 
ati 0bjcct of ſuch a Truſt, may appear from the Conſi- 
rte {ration of choſe Divine Perfections, that are truly 
any ind properly the Foundation of it, and from which 
not reſults as a natural Duty; and when it is through 
ol Dsbelief or Contempt of theſe, transfer d upon any 
om aber Object, it becomes Sin and Folly. 

ud And i firſt Excellency (or indeed it may be ters 
nbi ned rather a Complication of Excellencies) which 
vin {ems to claim this Truſt, is the All-ſufficiency of 
1nd God. The moſt perſect Creature in this World has 
i beg * great mixture of Change, Imperfection and Allay 
andi in its Compoſition, and is inſufficient to anſwer all 
on- de Wants and Neceſſities of Mankind; and whoev- 
ſuch er relies on it will find himſelf wretchedly diſap- 


pro-W Pointed; But God is an Immutable, Eternal, All- 
rain perfect Good, and therefore ſuch as the Mind can 
-ccy. Wl "girly acquieſce i in with Safety and Satis faction. 
ge. Bur beſides the All ſufficiency of God. there are 
lune particular Attributes belonging to Him, which 
Jointly 
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jointly and reſpectively have a Right to this Dut 
of Truſt, which are, His Infinite Powet, Knop 
ledge, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Veracity; for he has 
promis d to protect and relieve all thoſe who haye 
a Religious Affiance on him. 
That theſe are proper Objects of Truſt, will be 
ſhewn when I come to conſider thoſe Motives that 
are more particularly contain'd in the Text, for the 
Encouragement of this Duty; and therefore I ſha] 
only take notice here, that a Truſt falſly placed, 
that has any other Being for its Object beſides God 
highly derogates ftom the Perfection of His Di 
vine Attributes, and conſequently, is injurious anc 
ſinful. Or Te rn ad y  *þ 
But tho' we are oblig'd to truſt only in God, anc 
not in our ſelves, this does not ſo far extend, as td 
make us caſt off and neglect all neceſſary means foi 
dur Security; for it is the diſtinguiſhing Privilege 
as well as Character of Man, that he is endu'd wit 
Reaſon, and has an Underſtanding to diſcern, 
Will to chuſe, and a Power to execute what if 
molt proper and effectual for his Preſervation; this 
is not to act in defiance of, but with a ſubſcrvier 
cy to Providence, and is no more than what Read 
fon and God himſelf dictates: But then, for oui 
Preſervation from thoſe Dangers that are above oui 
Knowledge to diſcover, and our Power to prevent, 
and for a Bleſſing ro crown all lawful Endeavours} 
we mult rely, not on our (elves, but on God; anal 
r 5 
III. As Motives to encourage our Truſt in God, 
| ſhall conſider the Arguments more particular! 
| . 188 CON 
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»ntain'd in the Text, and apply them to the double | 
dolemnity of this Day. 


And the Arguments here contain d, which may 


encourage our Truſt in God, are, that He is Infi- 
nite; in Knowledge and Power, and therefore able, 
in Goodneſs, and therefore willing to preſerve thoſe 
who put their Truſt in Him. 


\ 


That God is Omniſcient and Almighty , and I 


therefore able to preſerve, is here imply'd, becauſe 


He is a God that raifeth the Dead; and to raiſe the 


| Dead exceeds any limited Knowledge or finite Pow- 


er: For what Eye, beſides that of an All- ſeeing God, 
an view all the ſcatter d Particles of corrupted Bo. | 
lies, and trace them thro all their various Chan- 

ges and Revolutions, and know to what particular 
bodies and Members they reſpectively belong 2 And 
when they are thus view'd, and trac'd, and known, 
phat Arm beſides that of Omnipotence can reduce 


em into their primitive Order and Station, and 


ve them new Life and Motion? Certainly this 
nuſt be aſcribd to Him, who is Perfect in Power, 
ind Infinite in Underſtanding. a vers 
Is God then Infinite in Knowledge, and Perfect 
in Power? How great is the Encouragement to place 
our Truſt and Confidence in Him? What Comfort 
b it to think, that no Evil can ſurprize us with- 


out his Permiſſion? The Wicked may commune 


amongſt themſelves, and lay Snares in the dark, 


WT ind ay, chat no Man ſhall ſee them; yet their deep- 


eſt Counſels, and cloſeſt Deſigns are not hereby 
conceald: Man indeed may not ſee them; but they 
ae perceived by the Eye of God; to mhm all things 

* ave 


| his pleaſure, ro baifle and diſappoint them; cip<Y 
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ate naked and open: He is preſent at their ſecret Af 


fuſion. | a . 
And as no Time, no Place can ſerve to conceal 
ſtom God the clandeſtine Deſigns of wicked Men 
ſo, if His Wiſdom thinks fit to interpole, He can 
not be ignorant of Ways ro diſappoint them. H 


— 
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underſtands every Spring and Faculty of Natur 
| ſees through all the Chain of Cauſes and Effects 
and knows what Means are moſt effectual and be! 
adapted to promote any End: Be their SchemeM 
therefore ever ſo politickly drawn, their Deſign 
„ever ſo artificially and plauſibly contriv'd, He whal 
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is Infinite in his Underſtanding, can never fail. a 
cially if we add, that He is perfect in Power as well 
as Knowledge. Perfect Power is irreſiſtible, and 
cando every thing that is poſſible to be done, 0 Wl 
** 83 8 tha! 
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to 


bar does not imply any Contradiction, or Repups 
nancy in Nature: And can there be a fitter Ob- 
kt of Truſt than ſuch a Power? And where is 
this lodg'd but in God? He it is that is the Foun- 
ain and Original of all Power; 'tis by Him, and 
om Him, that all things exiſt, and by His im- 
nediate Concourſe they at : He is the Almighty 
prop of the Univerſe, and if He ſhould withdraw 
His Support from it; dll things would ſoon vaniſſi 
nd ceaſe to be, as if they had never been crea- 
ed. 

And as his Power preſerves, 0 does it poverti 
the World. He has indeed 'eltabliſh'd a regular 
Method in Nature, and things are ordinarily ef- 
kted by the Operation of ſecond Cauſes; but 

l theſe are not exempted from his ſpetial Juriſ: 5 

W iidion; and he can, as he often does, direct or 
bend. their Influence, and make them Inſtruments 
his Pleaſure, to deſtroy or fave; which is very 
ident from thoſe exttaordinary Judgments and 
heliyerances which have happen d in all Ages and 
Countries of the World : The Confideration of the 
liter of which leads me to ſhew, 

' Secondly, That as God's Power and Knowledge 
able, ſo his Goodneſs inclines him, to fave and 
melerve thoſe who confide in him; for this is al- 
bim ply'd in the Text, . for he delivered us from ſo 
rat a Death. and doth deliver, in whom we trujt that 
* will jet deliver us. 

The Earth is full of the Goodneſs of the Lord, ad 
and tender Mercies are over all his Works, He has 
c, ON plant in every Animal an indulgent Care of 
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| TImpiety; but this is needleſs, when it is ſo well 
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their Offspring; and therefore, he who is the com. 
mon Parent of the Univerſe, cannot himſelf be 
free from that Affection and Concern, which is ne- 
ceſſary for the Preſervation of dependent Crea. 
tures; But Experience, as well as Reaſon, convin- 
ces us of this, in that he has always ſignally in- 
terpos d in the Deliverance of his Church and! 
People, To confirm this by Examples: We need 
not go back to the Jewiſh Hiſtory, or the firf 
Ages of Chriſtianity, or be confin'd to the Apoſtle 
in the Text : We have had Inſtances enough with 
in a Century or two in our own Nation. Me hi! 
heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have dcclares 
unto us, the noble Works that have been done in thi 
days, and in the old Time before them. f 
But above all, the Memorable Deliverance as 0 
this Day, will always ſhine as a bright Example 
of God's Goodneſs, and his Propenſity to ſave; 
Never before was there ſo great a Death, ſo com 
pendious a Ruin of a whole Church and Statg 
ever deſign'd or invented, It was (as our Lituf 
gy expreſſes it) beyond the Example of formit 
Ages; and it had been too fatally executed, if 
the Lord himſelf had not been on our fide te 
prevent it. 1 55 i 
There is no need of Art or Colour to aggra 
vate the Horror of the Fact; as it wants not 
ſo tis not capable of any Aggravation. A tru 
Narrative would beſt repreſent its Guilt ane 


known, and when the curſed Principles on which 
it was founded, are ſo juſtly and heartily * 


Fa] 


m However to excite our Gratitude to God, and 


be Wt engage us to ſet a juſt Value on the Bleſſing; 
ne- Mi may not be improper to think, what would 
rea-WM ave been the diſmal Conſequence, if the barbas 
vin: rus Tragedy had been acted as was deſign'd: 


for not only our King and our Princes, our Nos 
bes and our Prelates, and all the Repreſenta- 
tres of the Nation, who were then immediate- 


iu. 
and 
1eed 


firs preſent, had felt the Stroke of Vengeance 
olle td this had been deplorable beyond Thought or 
vith WT preſſion) but the whole Fabrick of Church and 
hav ate had been blown up and demoliſh'd with 
are dem. For had their execrable Deſign ſucceeded, 
t hein inſtead of that eaſy, gentle and free Governs 
nent which we now enjoy, and is ſo excellently 
5 o calculated for rhe generous Spirits of Engliſhmen; 
mplei tur Necks: had groan'd under Popiſh Tyranny 
ſaye nd Arbitrary Power: A Yoke which neither we, 
com ot our Fathers have been well able to bear. 
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but this was not all; there was a worſe Slavety 
mended, and our Souls, as well as Bodies, 
gere deſign'd for Bondage: For inſtead of that 


ne have now Opportunities to perform, our 
Holy Places had been defild with groſs Idola- 
ry, and no leſs than Pagan Superſtitions; in- 
lead of that free acceſs which we now have to 
tz Sacred Oracles, the Fountain of true Know- 
edge and Learning, we muſt have tamely ſub- 
mitted ro Oral Traditions, and blindly renoun- 
ed Revelation, together with our Reaſon. In 
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krious; ſubſtantial and ſpiritual Devotion, whicly * 
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a Word, inſtead of a Religion holy, rational and 
perfectly conformable to che Will of God, we 
muſt have been miſerably incumber'd with human 
Inventions, impious Fictions, and palpable Abſur. 
dities; ſo great was the Death from which we have 
been deliver d. „ 

And leaft theſe ſignal Mercies ſhould be forgot- 
ten, it has pleas d God to renew the Occaſion of 
remembring this Day, and to make it once more 
Grateful by another happy Deliverance, from the 
wicked Attempts of the ſame. reſtleſs Enemies. It 
was not indeed a private Conſpiracy that was then 
form'd, or a ſecret undermining of our State that 
was then deſignd. Our Laws were openly Viola- 
ted by Authority : I ſhould fay, rather without ir 
Our Liberties were publickly and inſolently inya-f 
ded, and all the Fences of our Church laid waſte 
and deſtroy'd, and the Civil Power, which ſhould 
have been our Defence, was rais d againſt us, and 
Force and Arms (the uſual and beſt Arguments 
they have to perſwade Hereticks) were prepard 

for our Conviction. And if the Lord had not given 

us a Deliverer, I the Lord Himſelf had not been on 
our fide, mhen Men thus roſe up againſt us, they had 
ſſwallom d us up quick, when they were ſo wrathfully diſ. 
pleaſed at us: But bleſſed be the Lord our Strenzth| 
and our Redeemer, from mhom cometh our Salvation. 

He it was that turn d away the Captivity of Sn: 

It was his doing, and may it always be marvellous 

in our Eyes. 15 „5 


And 
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And as God has exemplify'd his Goodneſs in for- 
er Deliverances, ſo we want not later Inſtances 

of his Care and Protection. For we may remem- 

ber, how his Power, whom the Winds js! the Seas 

9, did ſeaſonably interpoſe to prevent the threat- 

ned Invaſion of a Popiſh Pretender: We may like- 

wiſe remember how the right Hand of the Lord was 
lrious in Power, and how the greatneſs of his Excel- 
nch diſplay'd it (elf in fighting our Battles, and 
turning to flight the Armies of the Aliens. When 
moſt every Year was crown'd with ſignal and re- 
ated Vickories, under the auſpicious Conduct of 

1 Wiſe and Valiant General; but conſidering the 

Uſe that has been made of theſe Succeſſes by our 

own unhappy Diviſions, it may be thought per- 

haps more proper to draw a Veil over, than ta 
remember, them; and therefore I ſhall inſiſt only 
on the laſt ineſtimable Bleſſing, which under Pro- 


F vidence We owe to the Great Deliverer we this 


Day commemorate. For ſince it has pleas'd\ God 


| to deprive us of our late Gracious QuzzN, to 


whoſe Sacred Memory a juſt Tribute of Sorrow is 
to be paid: I think it may be ſaid to the Comfort 
of all that love our Sion, and wiſh the Proſperity 
of our Jeruſalem, that now is the Happinels of the 
Revolution compleared ; now are our Fears of Po- 
pery and Si ry turn'd into Joy and Thankſgi- 
ling, for the Peaceable and firm Eſtabliſhment of 
a Proteſtant Xing on the Britiſh Throne. An l- 
luſtrious Prince, v ho has Courage to defend, Power 

* ̃ e 


to maintain, and Will to preſerve, our Religio 
Laws, and Liberties FOOT 


mony of his Royal Deſire and Intention to ſecyr 
theſe unvaluable Bleſſings to us and our Poſterit 
by chat free and open Declaration he has been gra 


Judicious Choice of able and faithful Miniſters 


under the moſt Heroick Prince. And what a de 


ſent and future Happineſs muſt it aftord, when we 
| conſider that ſuch Wiſe, ſuch Able, ſuch faithſu 


ted by a King excellently skilld in the Art of G0 


Valiant in the Field; Bleſs d wich a numerous 
Royal Progeny ; ſtrengthen d at Home with the 


bim from this to a Heavenly Kingdom, may he then 
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His Majeſty has already given ſufficient Teſt 


ciouſly pleas d to make to his Council, and 3 
their Requeſt to publiſh ro the whole Natio 
And not only by a verbal Declaration, but by: 
ſure an Indication of his Mind, his prudent an 


Men, who in the Reign of Her late Majeſty, hay 
rais d the Glory of the Britiſb Nation to a highet 
degree of Renown, than was ſcarce ever know 


lighrful Proſpect, what an extended View of pre 


Counſellors are encourag d, directed, and anima 
vernment? A Aing Juſt and Merciful in the Throne 
Prudent and Deliberate in the Cabinet, Active and 


dutiful Affection of a Loyal People; and fortify d 
Abroad with Princely Relations and the powerful 


Alliances of Neighbouring States. O that his 
Reign may be as Laſting and Proſperous, as the 


Beginning of it has been Glorious! And when it 
pleaſes God to put an end to it, and to remove 


be 


RY 
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p 4-0 
he ſucceeded by that highly renown'd Prince,, 
who is undonbted Heir of all his Royal Fa- 
thers Vertues, as well as his Crowns; and. 
may there never be wanting a. Succeſſion in this 
Ilaftrious Proteſtant Line, to fill the Britiſi 
Throne, as long as the Sun and Moon endureth 
And that nothing may be defective on our 
part, in promoting this happy End; let us, 
with grateful Hearts, make due Acknowledp. 
ments to God, and return him our ſolemn 
Thanks for paſt Deliverances, and earne{lly, 
implore the Continuance of preſent Bleſſings, 
and humbly: offer up our Petitions, That he. 
would be pleas'd, for the future, to protect 
and ſecure us, not only from foreign Foes 
and ſecret Conſpiracies, but from inteſtine Tu- 


n We 
ithfu 


nima 
fo mults and open Seditions. That no Weapon, 
rone no Deſign, formd againſt Church or State, 


may ever proſper ; but that being deliver'd, we 
might always: foyfully ſerve him, in Holineſs and 
the Righteouſneſs, without Fear. | 105 
fy dl And as long as we ſtrictly conform to the 
rerful Principles and Precepts of our Holy Religion, 
t his and do not, by our Ingratitude, forfeir our 
the lutereſt in the Divine Favour, we need nor 
en it doubt, but that He, who hath hitherto ſo won 
move derfully deliver'd us, will continue ſtill to de- 
then liver us: For our Adverfaries, when they plot 
be and conſpire, do not a tempt the Deſtructio 1 
of our Perſons only, but that of our Church 
D. dun 
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and we may: reaſonably conſide, that God will. 
maintain and defend the. Cauſe of a Church, 
whoſe Doctrine and Principles ate ſo agreeable to 
huis own Word, and the Judgments of Holy and 
Primitive Men. A Church that is free from 
the: dangerous Extremes of- Superſtition and 
Enthuſiaſm : Where all things are taught that 
ate neceſſary to Holineſs and. Salvation, and 
nothing enjoyn d but what promotes Decency 
and Order. A Church, which his own Right 
Hand hath planted, and his Holy Arm hath 
ſo often and ſo miraculouſly. preſerved; and 
which, we truſt, will always flouriſh, as the 
pureſt part of that Church: For the Preſer- | 
vation of which, we have his Promiſe, who 
is Truth, and cannot Lye, That the Gates if 
Hell ſhall never be able to prevail againſt, it. 
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Nom to God the Father, Son, and Hil | 
Ghoſt, be all Honour, Might, Majeſty 
and. Dominion, both nom and for %r- 

more. Amen., | | 


